
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

 

1995 
 

January 1995 - The first after school 
club is started at Eardley Primary 

School, Streatham.   
 

The children are consulted on its name, 
and it became óThe Trojans Schemeô ï 

because they felt safe and protected like 
the ancient Trojans in their fortified city. 
 

 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

 

1997 
 

Our second club opens in St Andrewôs RC Primary 
School 

 
Paid staff numbers grow from 1 to 2 
 

 
We feature in the programme óVoluntary Mattersô on 
BBC 2 about running an after school club. 

 
We win our first accolade ï a Whitbread Volunteer 
Action Award of Merit 

 
 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

 

1998 
 

Opened our after school 
scheme at Granton Primary 

School in Streatham Vale 
 

Sharing best practice we 
assist the setting up of similar 

services in schools in Croydon 
and Kingston, and reach over 
250 children in Brixton, Vauxhall, 
Bromley and Hackney 
 

We are invited by the 
Department for Education 

and Employment to speak on 
training issues and social 
exclusion at their Specialist 
Seminar on Childcare  
 

The Foundation for After-
School Activities publication 

óSchools and Volunteersô cites 
us as a case study  

 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

 

1999 
 

After school scheme at Sunnyhill Primary School in 
Streatham opens 

 
After school scheme at Henry Cavendish Primary 
School in Balham opens 

 
Our Training Centre opens, gains City & Guilds 
accreditation and begins to deliver NVQ training in 

Playwork, working in partnership with Lambeth College 
 

The government publishes their proposals for 
childcare using us as a case study 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

2000 
 

After school scheme in 
Glenbrook Primary School in 

Clapham Park started. 
 

After school scheme at 
Woodmansterne Primary 

School in Streatham Vale 
started. 
 

We help three other schools 
open their after school 

schemes through consultancy 
and advice 
 
The governmentôs policy to privatise the childcare 
sector leads to the Lambeth Playcentres 

Externalisation project, which commissions Trojans to 
assist setting up services and support in 11 schemes 
reaching more than 500 children 
 

The Department for Education and Employment 
publishes óGood Practice in Childcareô using Trojans 

as a model of best practice 
 

We work with Contact A Family to develop a major 
plan for after school clubs for 170 children with 

disabilities 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

2001 

After school scheme in Bonneville Primary School in 
Clapham started 

 

After school scheme in Stockwell Primary School 
started 

 
We launch our first website, created and maintained 
by volunteers 

 
Having won the Whitbread Volunteer Action Awards 
for the last 6 years we win a Volunteers Manager 

Award and an Investing in Volunteers Award for our 
work 
 

Staff and volunteers are surveyed enabling the 
Trustees and director to develop a less centralised 

business model, devolving responsibility to centre 
managers 
 

We are featured as a childcare entrepreneurship 
model of good practice in Helen Wilkinsonôs book 

óCr¯che Barriers: How Britain can grow its childcare 
industryô 
 

The Department for Education and Skills features 
Trojans in their Playworker recruitment video 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

 

2002 
 

After school scheme at Ravenstone Primary School 
in Balham opens. 

 
Trojans Football Club are runners up in the Saturday 
Youth Football League and KO Cup. 

 
Our director sits on NCVOôs Advisory Team for their 
Sustainable Funding Project. 

 
óVoicesô ï Trojansô Newsletter is launched keeping 
everyone informed of events and successes, it 

becomes a primary route for recruitment. 
 
Prima magazineôs article óWomen of Inspirationô 
features the charityôs director . 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF KIDSõ CITY 

 

2003 

After school scheme at Kingsô Avenue Primary 
School, Clapham Park opened. 
 
Our Teenscene Project is piloted and launched 
creating sheltered work placements for 14 to 18 year 

olds.  Twelve teenagers undertook Playwork training 
leading to an NVQ 
 

Planned organisational restructuring takes place 
creating a more responsive and flexible charity with 

the centre manager having more responsibility 
 
óA Guide to Social Enterpriseô by the Social 
Enterprise Coalition features us as a lesson in self-

sustainability 
 

Baroness Thornton gives a speech in the House of 
Lords about childcare citing us as a success story 

and model of best practice 
 

We are runners up 
in the Community 

Care Magazine 
Awards, Supporting 
Children and Families 
category 


